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[CRN-20726] 1013/001 *Introduction to Philosophy
MWF, 12:30-1:20 Green
This course focuses on some of life’s most difficult yet most important questions. After a primer in critical thinking and logic (i.e. the rules for how to
reason well and how to avoid common reasoning mistakes), we will focus on three big questions: (1) What, if anything, is knowledge, and how do we
get it? (2) Which things, if any, are real, and how do we distinguish real from not real? (3) What, if anything, is morally good/ bad, and how should this
effect our behavior? Our task throughout the course will be to practice using good reasons and good sources of evidence to construct persuasive cases
in favor of the most plausible answers to these questions. The most important thing is not what answer you give, but rather how well you can explain
and defend that answer. But this will not be an exercise in defending your view at all costs: philosophy is, at bottom, the practice of identifying,
reflecting on, and when necessary changing your beliefs in order to be as justified as possible.
[CRN-32334] 1013/002 *Introduction to Philosophy
MWF, 11:30-12:20 Green
This course focuses on some of life’s most difficult yet most important questions. After a primer in critical thinking and logic (i.e. the rules for how to
reason well and how to avoid common reasoning mistakes), we will focus on three big questions: (1) What, if anything, is knowledge, and how do we
get it? (2) Which things, if any, are real, and how do we distinguish real from not real? (3) What, if anything, is morally good/ bad, and how should this
effect our behavior? Our task throughout the course will be to practice using good reasons and good sources of evidence to construct persuasive cases
in favor of the most plausible answers to these questions. The most important thing is not what answer you give, but rather how well you can explain
and defend that answer. But this will not be an exercise in defending your view at all costs: philosophy is, at bottom, the practice of identifying,
reflecting on, and when necessary changing your beliefs in order to be as justified as possible.
[CRN-32335] 1013/003 *Introduction to Philosophy (Honors)
MWF, 12:30-1:20 Demarest
This section requires permission from the Honor’s College
This course is a thematic introduction to philosophy that focuses on some of the most central issues in the field. The topics we will discuss include the
existence of God, the mind-body problem, free will, the nature of persons, and the nature of good and evil. By the end of the semester, students will
not only be familiar with some of the central philosophical questions, but will have developed and sharpened their analytic and argumentative skills.
Readings: course packet
[CRN-37196] 1013/004 *Introduction to Philosophy (NHS)
MWF, 10:00-11:50 Demarest
This course is a thematic introduction to philosophy that focuses on some of the most central issues in the field. The topics we will discuss include the
existence of God, the mind-body problem, free will, the nature of persons, and the nature of good and evil. By the end of the semester, students will
not only be familiar with some of the central philosophical questions, but will have developed and sharpened their analytic and argumentative skills.
Readings: course packet THIS COURSE MEETS OFF CAMPUS AT NORMAN HIGH SCHOOL
[CRN-23802] 1013/995 *Introduction to Philosophy

ONLINE Bickel

Philosophy, like other disciplines in the Humanities, explores some of life's most fundamental questions. What is distinctive about Philosophy is its
effort to address these questions through the human capacity to reason: philosophical answers are based on reasoned arguments, which analyze and
seek to justify beliefs. Thus, Philosophy is a kind of self-examination, in which you will explore what you think, and then reflect on whether those
opinions are really worth holding. This is the essence of the life of reason: to look critically at your own ideas.
In this course, therefore, you will examine your views on several core philosophical topics: the existence of God, the possibility of knowing about the
world, what makes actions moral, and the justifications for governmental authority. The class begins with crash course in elementary logic. Each topic
will be covered in a three-week unit. During the course you will read philosophical texts, in order to analyze traditional arguments and evaluate some
classic answers to the questions explored in the units. As appropriate, you will consider how philosophical concepts can help you understand practical
dilemmas, in particular in moral and political life. And you will practice expressing ideas through arguments which present and justify your reasons for
holding your beliefs.
Course work will include:

•
•
•
•

·
·
·
·

a series of short exercises, which will lead you through the ideas in each unit
posts to the course discussion board, including answers to assigned questions, and responses to other students’ answers
tests on each unit (the final grade will be based on the best three of five unit tests)
a comprehensive final exam

All work will be submitted on-line, through D2L. The website will include readings, exercises, discussions of the issues raised by the exercises, detailed
outlines of the ideas presented in the course, and study-guides for the exams.
The textbook for the course is The Big Questions: A Short Introduction to Philosophy (9th ed), by Robert Solomon & Kathleen Higgins (previous editions
are acceptable). It is possible to purchase on-line access to just the assigned chapters of the textbook (as well as of the book as a whole); information
on this option will be made available prior to the beginning of the semester.
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[CRN-20733] 1103/001 ****Critical Reasoning
MWF, 9:30-10:20 Cook
This is not a typical philosophy class. It has the purely practical goal of developing thinking skills that you will apply outside of this particular class.
Accordingly, we won’t stress facts or complicated formulas that you might quickly forget. (The facts we will discuss are fascinating and hard-to-forget
discoveries about how people reason badly.) We will stress techniques that you can use in other classes and in everyday life (and on tests like the Law
School Admission Test and the Graduate Management Admission Test). Coursework: three one-hour examinations, quizzes, and short homework
assignments. Texts: Daniel Kahneman, Thinking, Fast and Slow, and Swoyer, The Critical Reasoning Course Manual (the Swoyer text will be available
free online).
[CRN-20735] 1113/001 *** Introduction to Logic
MWF, 11:30-12:20 Cook
Prerequisite: Math 0123 or satisfactory score on Math Placement Test
People constantly offer arguments in support of their claims. In interviewing for a job, you try to convince the employer that you are the best employee
for the job. A prosecutor tries to establish the guilt of the defendant. A politician aims to persuade the public that her tax-cut is good for the nation,
etc. In trying to convince, establish, or persuade we offer arguments. But what makes an argument a good argument, one that ought to persuade
someone? This course is an introduction to the study of what makes for good arguments and reasoning, with an emphasis on analyzing the formal
properties of arguments.
[CRN-23803] 1113/003 ***Introduction to Logic
TR, 12:00-1:15 Priselac
Prerequisite: Math 0123 or satisfactory score on Math Placement Test
Deductive Logic is the logic by which the premises of an argument, if they are true, may guarantee that the conclusion of the argument is also true. This
kind of logic is a central component of human reasoning. It plays an especially important role in the sciences and in mathematics. This course will
introduce you to the central concepts of Deductive Logic: truth, tautology, contradiction, contingent sentence, logically consistent collection of
sentences, logically equivalent pair of sentences, valid deductive argument. You will learn techniques for evaluating these logical properties of
sentences and collections of sentences. We will first study the logic of compound sentences, called sentential logic. Then we will investigate the logic
that attends the internal structure of sentences, called predicate logic. We will also briefly study Inductive Logic, which is the logic through which
evidence may support (but not guarantee) the truth of a conclusion – it is the logic by which evidence supports scientific hypotheses and theories.
[CRN-36394] 1203/001 Philosophy and Human Destiny, East and West
MWF, 1:30-2:20 Snow
This course will explore how several different philosophical traditions view the human person and her role in the larger scheme of things. We will
explore Indian philosophy through the Upanishads and the Bhagavad-Gita, Buddhism through the Dhammapada, Confucianism through selections
from the Analects, Daoism through selections from the Zhuangzi, Greek philosophy through selections from the Nicomachean Ethics, and Aldo
Leopold’s land ethic.
[CRN-20738] 1213/001 *Introduction to Ethics
TR, 1:30-2:45 Weaver
This course will introduce students to central issues in philosophical ethics. It will focus primarily on metaethics (the foundation of ethics) and
normative ethics (attempts to build a coherent ethical system). However, we will frequently apply philosophical theories to contemporary ethical
problems in order to further explore ethical ideas.
[CRN-28802] 1223/001 Introduction to Asian Philosophy
TR, 10:30-11:45 Olberding
This course surveys some of the most important philosophies from Asia, including the Vedic tradition and Buddhism from India, Confucianism and
Daoism from China, and Zen Buddhism from China and Japan. The traditions of Asia are quite diverse, but we will focus throughout on the ways in
which different traditions effectively propose “ways of life” aimed at securing well being, satisfaction, and meaning in human life. Rather than treat
traditions broadly, we will look closely at a small selection of classical texts, including: the Upanishads, Dhammapada, Bhagavad Gita, Analects,
Daodejing, Mengzi, Zhuangzi, and writings from several Zen Buddhist sources. Evaluation will include exams, quizzes, short writing assignments, and
one paper.
[CRN-36395] 1273/001 *Introduction to Business Ethics
MWF, 9:30-10:20 Eaves
Moral considerations pervade every aspect of our lives, and the business world is no exception. Within the business world, we are constantly faced
with moral considerations such as: Should I lie to this client/business partner to gain a competitive edge, or is honesty always the “best policy”? Should
customers be viewed by businesses merely as a means to financial success, or are there some rights which every customer has that are inviolable? Is
the free market just, or does it necessarily lead to social inequality and/or violation of individuals’ rights?
This course will address considerations such as these from both a theoretical and a practical viewpoint. We will consider the ethical theories that
underlie our moral intuitions, the psychology of moral decision-making, the justifications of the free market system, as well as real, concrete cases of
ethical import from the business world. The course will consist of three units: ethical theory, justifications of the free market, and ethics in business
practice.
[CRN-34856] 1273/002 *Introduction to Business Ethics
MWF, 12:30-1:20 K. Nordby
Ethical considerations pervade daily life for individuals. In this course we will look at the ethical dimensions of business contexts. We’ll do so largely by
considering transactions in the market and the relation between different market entities (employer-employee, customer-business, and firmshareholder). Specific cases will be discussed. To aid this exploration we will first explore some influential normative ethical theories and look at moral
psychology.
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[CRN-35431] 1273-030 *Intro to Business Ethics
MW, 1:30-2:20 Ellis
In this class you will think about the ethical dimension of business, from the morality of market institutions to the ethical issues involved in the
relations between businesses and their customers, employers and their employees, and firms and their shareholders. You will consider specific cases
in order to make and discuss ethical judgments about them. But in order to improve your thinking about cases you will also learn about the moral
theories philosophers have developed, and which you can use to explain and justify your ethical judgments. And you will explore moral psychology—
what goes on in people’s minds as they make moral decisions. Course work will include frequent quizzes on the reading; three short papers; and three
exams.
[CRN-35456] 1713/001 *Justice in Society
TR, 9:00-10:15 Irvin
Philosophers have always addressed the issue of justice. They often do so by imaginatively constructing ideally just societies. While this approach has
yielded important insights, it is important to recognize that no actual society is ideal. Real societies, past and present, exhibit injustice: sexism, racism,
ethnic hatred, economic discrimination, religious discrimination, and so forth. To fully understand the demands of justice, we need not only to reflect
on the sort of society we should end up with; we need to think about how to get from here to there without ignoring past and present transgressions
and their ongoing effects. This course will introduce students to two concepts of justice: justice as an ideal for societies to aspire to and justice as a
conscious process of social transformation. We will give special attention to the legitimacy of punishment, and consider whether our society’s practices
of incarceration measure up to the demands of justice. There will be no materials to purchase for this course. Course assignments include essays, short
in-class writing assignments, participation in an online discussion forum, and a final exam.
[CRN-33805] 3253/001 History of Ethics
TR, 1:30-2:45 Sankowski
This course aims primarily to encourage critical and constructive thinking, dialogue, and practical engagement about one's own ethical ideas, as well as
their pragmatic societal functions. This is furthered in part by developing an appreciation of history of philosophical ethics, the cultural contexts in
which such ethics has figured, and some comparisons with alternative ways of conceiving ethics.
The course includes reading of older, classical and more contemporary authors. Authors and works examined will include some subset of selections
from the following: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics (selections); Kant, Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals (selections); J.S. Mill, Utilitarianism
(selections) OR Mill, On Liberty (selections); J.-P. Sartre, Existentialism and Human Emotions (selection, consisting of part of essay, “Existentialism”); C.
Taylor, The Ethics of Authenticity (selections); P. Singer, One World-The Ethics of Globalization, Second Edition (selections), A. Sen, Identity and
Violence-The Illusion of Destiny (selections).
Emphasis is on the quality of understanding of reading selections, rather than the quantity of reading. Assuming adequate grading help, and depending
on available course time, there will be two to four primarily essay-focused exams. On each of these exams, 25% of the grade will concern short (onesentence to a-few-sentences) answers to a number of definition-type or factual questions about the texts, and 75% of the grade will be for an essay or
essays requiring familiarity with the texts and related ethical issues, capacity to evaluate course material critically, and a capacity to state one's own
constructive ethical views, and to justify them with reasoning and/or evidence. Assuming adequate grading help, there will also be one writing exercise
equivalent in length to a short paper, minimum, five pages. Only for those students who are philosophy majors and enrolled in 3853, and/or who are
also enrolled in the one-credit-hour Philosophy Department writing workshop, there will be some additional writing. This depends on details yet to be
determined, and might include a short diagnostic paper and/or a longer paper, minimum eight to ten pages, rather than the five page paper from other
(that is, 3253) students. Possibly one additional short reading will be expected only for students enrolled in 3853 or the writing workshop. The class will
proceed by Socratic questions and discussion to the extent possible given class size, with some talk by the teacher to guide and respond to discussion.
Texts: Some subset of selections from Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics; Kant, Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals; Mill, Utilitarianism/On Liberty;
Sartre, Existentialism and Human Emotions, Taylor, The Ethics of Authenticity; Singer, One World-The Ethics of Globalization (2nd edition); Sen, Identity
and Violence-The Illusion of Destiny, JP Sartre, Existentialism and Human Emotions.
[CRN-35763] 3263/001 *Virtue Ethics
TR, 1:30-2:45 Zagzebski
This course will begin with an overview of the history of virtue ethics from the ancient Greeks to the present. We will then discuss a number of
executive, moral, intellectual, and civic virtues and their related vices, and some of the fundamental philosophical questions that arise in the study of
virtue ethics: What is a virtue? How is virtue related to a good life? Can be virtue be taught? Can virtue be measured? What are the grounds for critique
of some of the traditional virtues? In addition to being a traditional classroom class, the class is hosted on the Janux platform, which contains video
lectures on all topics, all reading assignments, discussion boards, and other learning aids.
[CRN-23846] 3273/001 *Ethics and Business
MW, 3:00-4:15 Ellis
This course looks at more than how businesses can “play nice.” We will start with the economic & ethical presuppositions of business behavior in a
capitalist system. After examining issues involving the justification of markets systems (e.g., the moral importance of economic efficiency,
liberty interests in commerce) we will draw some lessons about the general rights & responsibilities of businesses. Time permitting, we will then
consider some specific topics in light of those lessons: government intervention in markets, labor relations, environmental concerns, etc.
[CRN-36400] 3293/001 *Environmental Ethics

MWF, 1:30-2:20 Miller

Should we use genetic engineering to bring back the extinct passenger pigeon? Should we cause the extinction of mosquitos because of the
devastation that malaria inflicts on humans in the developing world? Should we intervene to reduce the animal suffering that occurs naturally
in the wild? In this course, we’ll consider these and some of the many other ethical questions that arise when humans, animals, and
ecosystems interact.
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[CRN-23618] 3313/001 *History of Ancient Philosophy
TR, 3:00-4:15 Green
Prerequisite: 1013 + one of the following (1103, 1113, 1203, 1213, 2023, 2403)
This course covers the beginning of the Western philosophical tradition. We will investigate three major topics in the course: (1) What is the nature of
the physical world? (2) What is the range and the source of human knowledge? and (3) What are the features of the best human life? We will examine
the development of answers to these questions from thinkers ranging from the Pre-Socratic period (e.g. the Milesians, Ionians, and Atomists), through
Socrates and the sophists, Plato and Aristotle, and into the Hellenistic period (mainly Epicureans and Stoics). Our primary focus will be a close reading
of the relevant texts, with the aim of constructing the most textually supported, philosophically plausible, and historically charitable interpretation we
can of each author. But note this will also be a writing-intensive course: you will write three short papers (3-5 pages), one on each topic, and one longer
paper (c. 3000 words) in the course.
[CRN-23808] 3503/001 *Self & Identity
TR, 9:00-10:15 Judisch
This is a course about the self. In it we will explore the concept of the self and various problems which arise in connection with it, including the
question of what personhood is, how persons retain their individual identity over time and through change (if, indeed, they do), what the characteristic
powers of selves are – with particular attention paid to the concept of free will – and how we know and sometimes fail to know things about
ourselves. We begin with an examination of the “unity of consciousness” – the feature of human consciousness which presents our experience as
consisting in a unified “field,” and which leads to considerations about our own self-unity. The second unit of the course focuses on theories of
personal identity and the problem of identity through time. In the third unit we will study free will; we’ll want to get straight on what free will is
supposed to be, the conditions under which we act freely (if indeed we do) and what sorts of beings we must be like assuming we do in fact possess
free will. We will finish by discussing the issues of self-knowledge and self-deception. Our aim is to figure out as much as we can about the self and
thus ourselves; failing that, we’ll at least try to figure out, as Walker Percy puts it, “Why it is possible to learn more in ten minutes about the Crab
Nebula in Taurus, which is 6, ooo light-years away, than you presently know about yourself, even though you’ve been stuck with yourself all your life.”
[CRN-36396] 3713/001 *History of Social and Political Philosophy
TR, 10:30-11:45 Trachtenberg
Over the centuries philosophers have offered various theories of society in attempts to explain and justify answers to vital questions about how society
should be organized and governed. We shall study some of the most influential theories, offered by some of the leading figures in European
philosophy. We shall pay particular attention to each thinker's arguments: the reasons and principles he (they are all male) offers in support of his
theory. And we shall consider the differences between theories, taking note of how the authors we shall read responded to each other's views. Thus,
in this course you will also gain experience at interpreting and evaluating philosophical arguments and comparing philosophical positions. The main
work for the course will be a term paper; in addition there will be short writing exercises throughout the semester.
All readings will be taken from Classics of Moral and Political Theory, 5e, ed. Michael L. Morgan (Indianapolis: Hackett, 2011; ISBN: 978-1-60384-442-0).
You are welcome to use older editions of the Morgan collection; other versions of the assigned works; or the electronic versions posted on the course
website.
[CRN-32367] 3753/001 *Philosophy of Race
TR, 12:00-1:15 Irvin
In this course, we will think philosophically about race. We will consider questions like these: What is race? Is there such a thing? Should we use racial
categories in social and political thinking, or would it be better to drop them? How should ongoing racial injustice be rectified and, ultimately,
eliminated? Can one’s race give one special access to knowledge about the world? How does racial identity intersect with other aspects of identity,
including sex and gender? What would a truly racially just world be like? There will be no materials to purchase for this course. Course assignments
include essays, short in-class writing assignments, participation in an online discussion forum, and a final exam consisting of essay questions distributed
in advance.
[CRN-36402] 3763/001 *Law and Society
MWF, 10:30-11:20 Heiser
This course is an introduction to the history and structure of the main concepts and controversies in modern law. For the most part, "law" in this
course will be illustrated by the American legal system, and "philosophy" will mean the western philosophical tradition from Plato onward. No
familiarity with law, political science, or political philosophy is required, but some familiarity with philosophy will be helpful. We will be utilizing
philosophical concepts that should be familiar to students with prior introductory coursework: personhood, moral agency, idealism, materialism,
etc. By the end of the course, students will be familiar with some of the material and most of the conceptual landscape covered in a law school course
in jurisprudence, but will also have gained a broader perspective in how legal controversies mirror those in religion, literature, and social thought.
[CRN-34444] 3811/001 Philosophy Writing Workshop
R, 10:30-11:45 TBA
The purpose of this course is to help you improve your philosophical writing. In particular, you will work on producing a term paper length essay that
presents and evaluates philosophical arguments. In homework and in-class activities you will work toward the following goals: stating clearly a relevant
thesis and constructing a well-organized, extended argument to defend it; critically examining an argument; using primary texts; finding and using
relevant secondary texts; and expressing ideas in clear, correct prose. Overall, by taking this course you will learn what goes into good philosophical
writing, and you will practice modeling your own writing on that standard.
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[CRN-23841] 3813/001 History of Ancient Philosophy for Majors
TR, 3:00-4:15 TBA
Prerequisite: Philosophy/E&R majors only. Permission required.
“Target course” for PHIL 3811/001 (Philosophy Writing Workshop)
This course covers the beginning of the Western philosophical tradition. We will investigate three major topics in the course: (1) What is the nature of
the physical world? (2) What is the range and the source of human knowledge? and (3) What are the features of the best human life? We will examine
the development of answers to these questions from thinkers ranging from the Pre-Socratic period (e.g. the Milesians, Ionians, and Atomists), through
Socrates and the sophists, Plato and Aristotle, and into the Hellenistic period (mainly Epicureans and Stoics). Our primary focus will be a close reading
of the relevant texts, with the aim of constructing the most textually supported, philosophically plausible, and historically charitable interpretation of
each author we can. But note this will also be a writing-intensive course: you will write three short papers (3-5 pages), one on each topic, and one
longer paper (c. 3000 words) in the course, the latter of which will involve extensive revisions in light of instructor and peer comments.

[CRN-33809] 3853/001 History of Ethics for Majors
TR, 1:30-2:45 Sankowski
Prerequisite: Philosophy/E&R majors only. Permission required.
“Target course” for PHIL 3811/001 (Philosophy Writing Workshop)
This course aims primarily to encourage critical and constructive thinking, dialogue, and practical engagement about one's own ethical ideas, as well as
their pragmatic societal functions. This is furthered in part by developing an appreciation of history of philosophical ethics, the cultural contexts in
which such ethics has figured, and some comparisons with alternative ways of conceiving ethics.
The course includes reading of older, classical and more contemporary authors. Authors and works examined will include some subset of selections
from the following: Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics (selections); Kant, Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals (selections); J.S. Mill, Utilitarianism
(selections) OR Mill, On Liberty (selections); J.-P. Sartre, Existentialism and Human Emotions (selection, consisting of part of essay, “Existentialism”); C.
Taylor, The Ethics of Authenticity (selections); P. Singer, One World-The Ethics of Globalization, Second Edition (selections), A. Sen, Identity and
Violence-The Illusion of Destiny (selections).
Emphasis is on the quality of understanding of reading selections, rather than the quantity of reading. Assuming adequate grading help, and depending
on available course time, there will be two to four primarily essay-focused exams. On each of these exams, 25% of the grade will concern short (onesentence to a-few-sentences) answers to a number of definition-type or factual questions about the texts, and 75% of the grade will be for an essay or
essays requiring familiarity with the texts and related ethical issues, capacity to evaluate course material critically, and a capacity to state one's own
constructive ethical views, and to justify them with reasoning and/or evidence. Assuming adequate grading help, there will also be one writing exercise
equivalent in length to a short paper, minimum, five pages. Only for those students who are philosophy majors and enrolled in 3853, and/or who are
also enrolled in the one-credit-hour Philosophy Department writing workshop, there will be some additional writing. This depends on details yet to be
determined, and might include a short diagnostic paper and/or a longer paper, minimum eight to ten pages, rather than the five page paper from other
(that is, 3253) students. Possibly one additional short reading will be expected only for students enrolled in 3853 or the writing workshop. The class will
proceed by Socratic questions and discussion to the extent possible given class size, with some talk by the teacher to guide and respond to discussion.
Texts: Some subset of selections from Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics; Kant, Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals; Mill, Utilitarianism/On Liberty;
Sartre, Existentialism and Human Emotions, Taylor, The Ethics of Authenticity; Singer, One World-The Ethics of Globalization (2nd edition); Sen, Identity
and Violence-The Illusion of Destiny, JP Sartre, Existentialism and Human Emotions.
[CRN-20755] 4133/001 Symbolic Logic I
MW, 3:00-4:15 Miller
This course will cover sentential logic and (first-order) predicate logic. In addition to the traditional intro-level topics (translations, truth-tables, natural
deduction, etc.), we will learn how to enrich predicate logic with identity, functions, and definite descriptions, and we will begin to prepare ourselves
for metalogical investigations. When appropriate, we will consider how these formal issues bear on philosophical debates.
[CRN-36781] 4343/001 Early Chinese Philosophy
TR, 1:30-2:45 Olberding
This course will survey Chinese philosophy from the pre-Qin era, typically considered a period of unmatched philosophical flourishing in China. The
course will focus in particular on a cluster of distinctive features of philosophy in this period, including: the moral importance of etiquette and
manners; the problems death poses for human well being; and how exemplars in multiple traditions are characterized and understood. We will read
primary texts in translation – including the Analects, Mengzi, Mozi, Zhuangzi, Xunzi, and Laozi – as well as a selection of contemporary secondary
literature. Students will have a midterm exam, final exam, and research paper.
[CRN-36398] 4513/001 Metaphysics
W, 3:00-6:00 Montminy
This course is a survey of some of the big questions in metaphysics: What is causation? What is time? What is an object? Who are we? Is free will
compatible with determinism? We will also examine puzzling phenomena such as grounding, vagueness and social construction.
Readings: course packet
[CRN-36403] 4543/900 Philosophy of Mind
R, 7:00-10:00 Montminy
This course concerns the many facets of the mind-body problem: What is a mind? What is thinking? What is consciousness? What is the relationship
between the mind and the body, and how do they causally interact? We will examine the most influential answers to these questions, and the main
criticisms they have received.
Readings: course packet
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[CRN-36407] 5333/001 Studies in Modern Philosophy
M, 3:00-6:00 Priselac
Intellectual developments in the seventeenth century have had sweeping influence on science, society, and philosophy. Early modern empiricism in
particular has had a lasting and powerful effect on the way that human beings understand the world, ourselves, and our relation to other people. This
course will focus on surveying and comparing the views of early modern empiricists, such as Hobbes, Locke, Berkeley, and Hume across a wide range of
questions. We'll consider empiricist answers to questions about the nature of mind, matter, human agency, causation, personal identity, idealism, and
skepticism.
[CRN-36782] 5343/001 Early Chinese Philosophy
TR, 1:30-2:45 Olberding
This course will survey Chinese philosophy from the pre-Qin era, typically considered a period of unmatched philosophical flourishing in China. The
course will focus in particular on a cluster of distinctive features of philosophy in this period, including: the moral importance of etiquette and
manners; the problems death poses for human well being; and how exemplars in multiple traditions are characterized and understood. We will read
primary texts in translation – including the Analects, Mengzi, Mozi, Zhuangzi, Xunzi, and Laozi – as well as a selection of contemporary secondary
literature.
[CRN-36397] 5513/001 Metaphysics
W, 3:00-6:00 Montminy
This course is a survey of some of the big questions in metaphysics: What is causation? What is time? What is an object? Who are we? Is free will
compatible with determinism? We will also examine puzzling phenomena such as grounding, vagueness and social construction.
Readings: course packet
[CRN - 36404] 5543/900 Philosophy of Mind
R, 7:00-10:00 Montminy
This course concerns the many facets of the mind-body problem: What is a mind? What is thinking? What is consciousness? What is the relationship
between the mind and the body, and how do they causally interact? We will examine the most influential answers to these questions, and the main
criticisms they have received.
Readings: course packet
[CRN-36408] 6203/900 Seminar in Ethics
M, 7:00-10:00 Sankowski
This class is about the ethics of economic development. The course will venture into examining certain questions and positions in normative ethics but
also related subjects in normative social and political philosophy. The course is about defining and justifying what “economic development” ought to
consist in. However, examining topics in economic development will require consideration of the implications of economics for many aspects of
culture. The topic of economic development overlaps with issues in environmental ethics and politics. Students from other disciplines outside
philosophy, depending on their interests and background, are welcome to consider taking the course. It is a good idea for such students to discuss this
with the professor before enrolling. The course might also be described as a class about (philosophical) normative political economy. Politics and
economics are closely related. Such an inquiry is necessarily interdisciplinary. It requires, among other features, drawing on and critiquing social
sciences, “cultural studies” in the humanities, and “professional studies” (such as law, business, public administration, urban planning, engineering,
technology, possibly medicine, journalism, etc.) Such a course will necessarily take much account of globalization, a major aspect of contemporary
ethics, politics, and economics. For some philosophy students, this course may seem to aim to expand the boundaries of the discipline; and to some
extent it does. But in other respects, the course area is conservative, even “reactionary” in re-incorporating terrain once taken seriously by the likes of
Aristotle, Immanuel Kant, Adam Smith, John Stuart Mill, John Dewey, and some others among the usual suspects.
Readings for the course remain to be selected, but examples might include various papers and chapters, perhaps parts of Amartya Sen, The Idea of
Justice; Thomas Pogge, Politics as Usual, Joseph Stiglitz and Bruce Greenwald, Creating a Learning Society.
Each student will be expected to do a seminar-type presentation, depending on available time. There will be an emphasis on class discussion. There will
be a midterm and a final, and a paper on a topic agreed to by the student and professor.
[CRN-36399] 6473/001 Seminar in Philosophy of Religion
T, 3:00-6:00 Judisch
In this seminar we will explore the topic of authority and autonomy in religious belief. We will begin with the ideas of authority and autonomy as used
in moral and political philosophy, and will investigate their application to the domain of belief, with particular application to moral and religious beliefs.
This part of the course will be structured around my Wilde Lectures on epistemic authority. I then hope to move beyond the lectures by looking at
different conceptions of authority in religious communities, particularly in the Christian churches.

*Denotes a Core Area IV ‘Western Civilization and Culture’ General Education Course
**Denotes a Core Area IV ‘Non-Western Culture’ General Education Course

***Denotes a Core Area I ‘Mathematics Component’ General Education Course
****Denotes a Core Area III ‘Social Science’ General Education Course
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[CRN-36409] 6793/001 Seminar in Social and Political Philosophy
R, 3:00-6:00 Trachtenberg
This seminar will explore what it means to take a naturalistic approach in political philosophy.
We will begin by studying the biological program of “Niche Construction Theory” (NCT), which focuses on the ways organisms modify their
surroundings to make them more habitable for themselves, and how that process has implications for the evolution of their species. We will then
consider human niche construction, and the distinctive role culture plays for Homo sapiens. Readings in this part of the course will be drawn from
Biology and Anthropology. We will then read works by authors in the standard tradition of Western social and political philosophy, including Aristotle,
Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Marx, and Nietzsche, paying particular attention to their presentation of ideas related to niche construction.
Throughout the semester we will consider whether (and how) the philosophical works we read suggest normative conclusions that might be supported
by the more descriptive ideas associated with NCT. I will present an interpretation of Aristotle’s theory as a model of this pattern of justification. And I
will also present some of my own research on the idea of habitability as a political norm.
Specific readings will be announced at the beginning of the semester; they will be available from standard editions of the primary authors, or in
electronic versions through the OU Library. Written work will include in-class presentations of readings during the semester, and a research paper
reflecting the student’s own interests relevant to the topic.

*Denotes a Core Area IV ‘Western Civilization and Culture’ General Education Course
**Denotes a Core Area IV ‘Non-Western Culture’ General Education Course

***Denotes a Core Area I ‘Mathematics Component’ General Education Course
****Denotes a Core Area III ‘Social Science’ General Education Course

